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Last Training    Regional SAREX - Matakana ,  Thanks go
Arrived Friday afternoon at 4.30pm to find the Sarex HQ settin
the group was split in to two scenarios, and teams for each sce
night. 
As the stragglers arrived that evening they were quickly put in 
Soon it was just HQ left behind and they were quickly into their
first. 
It was a lovely fine night for the searchers to be out and many 
such a wet winter and some very wet miserable searches. 
Once again we were fed and watered well.  Some great organ
All teams were back at base by late Saturday afternoon after h
Saturday night was party night for all with an organised games
competition. By good luck ,and certainly no planning ,a membe
prize.  Unfortunately the Far North Team didn’t rate as well in t
same. 
Some very subdued team members turned out for the Sunday
compete against each other in a rigorous event which Cliff Met
booze.  And this it did as teams were seen heavily sweating w
Matakana. 
As a side trip the non competing members of Far North went fo
see how the other half live in such a beautiful spot. 
Back to HQ for a final cleanup and cheery goodbyes.  A very e
yourself to be a part of the fun and the team. 
 
AGM : Held at FNSAR HQ, Kaikohe, October 1st.  
 
 We now have an all-new, clean sweep, across the board comm
President:      Glenn    (He is to be salute
Vice President:   Geran    (Silently plotting t
Secretary:   Marilyn (Responsible for l
Treasurer:   Ian  (Ensures the $434
 
Other Appointments: 
Training:   Sue  (The mastermind 
Funding                        Bec / Jo (Responsible for a
Membership                Grant  (Roams the streets
Resource Manager      Grant/Geran/Ron  (Ensure the Ba
Newsletter / Publicity   Pete  (Tries to make the
Archives                       Geran  (Records everythi
 
Thanks are extended to our last committee for their time, 
  
Parting Shot
 
Unfortunately due to time constraints, that’s about it for this mo
received $2500 from the Kaingaroa Lions for Rogers impromp
Rog! ☺   See over for the departing Presidents Final Address…
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PRESIDENTS REPORT 2008 

 
2008 won’t go down as one of the most eventful years as far as searches go as it was quieter than most. 
Fortunately we had a full and comprehensive training schedule ranging from lost person behaviour to team 
building in Puketi. Along the way we enjoyed a mini SAREX, district SAREX and a regional SAREX and 
as well we have a national conference to attend later in the year. The air force helicopter at the Bland Bay 
SAREX gave us an opportunity to practice skills we don’t usually get to employ and was a real test for our 
HQ team as well as a chance to fly over the hills instead of walking, a luxury we don’t often get in the Far 
North. The regional SAREX also gave us an opportunity to assess our skills against other groups in our 
region and we look forward to hosting our regional comrades in 3years time. 
 
While we haven’t had many callouts this year 2 of them turned out to be a stern test of personnel and 
equipment. Both searches in Karetu and Waitangi for pig hunters were held in some of the fiercest storms 
seen in the north for many years and the fact that both were successful and accomplished safely reflects on 
the high standard of training and the skill and fortitude of the searchers. A credit to all of those involved. 
 
The Far North has about 30 members in its organisation and while it’s sad to see some of the more 
experienced members move on it’s good to see new faces filling those vacancies. And it’s especially 
pleasing to see some of those new faces accepting the challenge of help to run the organization. I thank them 
for their commitment and wish them luck for the future. 
 
Finally I’d like to thank the committee and the other silent workers who just get on and make things happen, 
to work with them is only a pleasure. 
 
Roger Ladd  
2008 President 
   FNSAR. 
 
 
 
 
And that’s it for this month.  Apologies for the late issue, time has been in very short supply recently. 
 
See you at the next training / meeting / search! 
 
Stay safe. 
 
Cheers 
Pete  
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